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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

outLoud Radio Marks Ten Years of LGBT Youth Storytelling
Organization Presents “Making Waves” Award to Ari Shapiro, Openly Gay NPR White House Correspondent
Contact: Noah Miller, 415-658-6010 ext. 7, noah@outloudradio.org
San Francisco, CA – October 30, 2012 -- outLoud Radio, a San Francisco Bay Area nonprofit organization dedicated to empowering creative and talented lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and allied (LGBTQA) youth, is proud to announce the tenth anniversary of its life-changing work.  Since 2002, outLoud Radio has helped LGBTQA youth define and express themselves by teaching them important skills in a supportive environment, and by working with them to broadcast their stories across the world. outLoud will mark this milestone with a gala event at San Francisco’s Brava Theater Center on November 14th, featuring NPR White House correspondent Ari Shapiro (also a regular guest with the band Pink Martini) in conversation with KQED’s Scott Shafer as well as several of outLoud’s youth producers. 
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For the past decade, outLoud Radio has been providing LGBTQA youth with the means to share their stories with a broad audience and the confidence to participate in their own representation. Most outLoud participants are low-income and youth of color. By becoming interviewers, script writers, editors, commentators and peer leaders, they develop and hone crucial storytelling, communication, organizing and life skills. Years before “It Gets Better” brought LGBTQ-positive messages to Youtube and “Glee” queered the mainstream airwaves with its gay teen characters, outLoud was bringing diverse LGBT youth stories to listeners on outlets ranging from pirate radio to the internet to NPR. outLoud Radio continues to champion seldom-heard voices, from teens fighting successfully to make bathrooms safe for transgender students to immigrant youth discussing religion and homosexuality with their families.
“People are coming out at younger ages than ever before, but bullying and isolation are still huge problems,” said outLoud Radio’s founder and Executive Director, Noah Miller. “Even in San Francisco, we regularly work with LGBTQ teens who have never had the chance to be in a group with other queer youth, where they feel they can be themselves. And the stories they put on air and online can help young folks in far-flung places feel less isolated as well.”
outLoud’s focus this fall is the LGBTQ Intergenerational Storytelling Project, which brings LGBTQA elders and youth together to connect across generations, “make it better” for each other, and bring their personal experience of LGBTQ history to radio and podcast listeners. The project, launched in 2006, is one of several collaborations that outLoud has forged with organizations including Openhouse, the GLBT Historical Society, LYRIC (outLoud’s fiscal sponsor) and the SF LGBT Community Center.
The November 14 gala will mark the beginning of a campaign to expand outLoud’s programming, increase social media audience impact, cultivate youth leadership, and build on its track record of successful partnerships with StoryCorps, the Public Radio Exchange, KQED, KALW and many others.

Doors to the lobby of the Brava Theater Center will open at 6pm for guests to mingle and enjoy light food and drink. The program begins at 7pm and will run for just over an hour. A VIP reception with Ari Shapiro and the outLoud crew will follow the event.
About Ari Shapiro: The first NPR reporter to be promoted to correspondent before age 30, Ari Shapiro has been recognized with several journalism awards, including the Daniel Schorr Journalism Prize for his investigation of methamphetamine use and HIV transmission, as well as the American Bar Association Silver Gavel Award and a laurel from the Columbia Journalism Review. Shapiro was one of Out Magazine's "Out 100" in 2008, and one of the The Advocate's "Forty under 40" in 2009. He is a frequent guest singer with the band Pink Martini. In 2004, Shapiro and his longtime boyfriend were married at San Francisco City Hall.

Event Details:

Date: Wednesday, November 14th

Time: 7pm

Location: The Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th Street, San Francisco, CA 94110

Ticket Prices: $25/$50/$100
Supplemental materials:
outLoud’s gala event website: http://gala.outloudradio.org/

Listen to outLoud: http://soundcloud.com/outloud-radio-1/
Media passes are available to the November 14 event. Contact Megan Vrolijk at megan.vrolijk1@gmail.com.
For photos, to schedule interviews, and for more information, contact outLoud Radio’s Executive Director, Noah Miller at (415) 658-6010 extension 7 or noah@outloudradio.org.
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outLoud Radio Youth Producer Adam Tigar, 16, interviews fellow producer Derrell Thompkins, 22, on October 13, 2012.
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